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EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
Comment on Submissions 

1 . This communication is responsive to submissions 6 February 2006. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-5, 7-8 and 10-21 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding independent claim 1 , the prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest a 

conversion device for use in an imaging system comprising: a luminescent glass or 
luminescent polymer scintillator material filling a plurality of scintillator channels. 

The examiner notes that while it is known in the art for a conversion device for 
use in an imaging system comprising: a first perforated plate portion (1) forming a 
plurality of collimator channels separated by a plurality of thin collimator walls; a second 
perforated plate portion (2) forming a plurality of scintillator channels separated by a 
plurality of thin scintillator walls; reflective coating (24) applied to the inside scintillator 
surface of the plurality of thin scintillator walls; and a scintillator material filling the 
plurality of scintillator channels (20) (see for example Soluri et al. -US 6,734,430 -- at 
Figs. 1 and 3 and Abstract and col. 2, lines 57-67 and col. 3, lines 1-5 and col. 4, lines 
1 3-39), the prior art does not suggest the scintillator filling material, used to fill the 
plurality of scintillator channels, consisting luminescent glass or luminescent polymer. 

Regarding independent claim 15, the prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest 
a conversion device for use in an imaging system comprising: a luminescent glass or 
luminescent polymer scintillator material filling a plurality of scintillator channels. 
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The examiner notes that while it is known in the art for a conversion device for 
use in an imaging system comprising: a perforated plate (2) forming a plurality of 
scintillator channels separated by a plurality of thin scintillator walls; reflective coating 
(24) applied to the inside scintillator surface of the plurality of thin scintillator walls; and 
a scintillator material (20) filling the plurality of scintillator channels (see for example 
Soluri et al. -US 6,734,430 -- at Figs. 1 and 3 and Abstract and col. 2, lines 57-67 and 
col. 3, lines 1-5 and col. 4, lines 13-39), the prior art does not suggest the scintillator 
filling material, used to fill the plurality of scintillator channels, consisting luminescent 
glass or luminescent polymer. 

Regarding independent claim 16, the prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest 
a method of manufacturing a conversion device for use in an imaging system 
comprising: a luminescent glass or luminescent polymer scintillator material filling a 
plurality of scintillator channels. 

The examiner notes that while it is known in the art for a method of 
manufacturing a conversion device for use in an imaging system comprising: perforating 
a plate element (2) to form a plurality of scintillator channels separated by a plurality of 
thin scintillator walls; coating an inside surface of the plurality of scintillator walls with a 
reflective coating (24); and filling the plurality of scintillator channels with a scintillator 
material (20) (see for example Soluri et al. -US 6,734,430 -- at Figs. 1 and 3 and 
Abstract and col. 2, lines 57-67 and col. 3, lines 1-5 and col. 4, lines 13-39), the prior art 
does not suggest the scintillator filling rhaterial, used to fill the plurality of scintillator 
channels, consisting luminescent glass or luminescent polymer. 
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Regarding independent claim 21 , the prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest 
a method of manufacturing a conversion device for use in an imaging system 
comprising: a luminescent glass or luminescent polymer scintillator material filling a 
plurality of scintillator channels. 

The examiner notes that while it is known in the art for a method of 
manufacturing a conversion device for use in an imaging system comprising: scintillator 
material only partially fills the perforate plate element such that a scintillator function is 
generated by the scintillator material and a collimator function is generated by an 
unfilled portion (see for example Soluri et al. -US 6,734,430 -- at see Generally Figs. 1 
and 3, the prior art does not suggest the scintillator filling material, used to partially fill 
the perforated plate element, consisting luminescent glass or luminescent polymer. 
The remaining claims are allowable based on their dependency. 
Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Faye Polyzos whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2447. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday from 7:30 AM to 
4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Porta can be reached on 571-272-2444. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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5. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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